
Blooming Shrubs 
 
 

Colorful flowering shrubs that require little attention can provide a big return, especially in Florida landscapes that 
have found themselves wishing to pursue a more eco-friendly, as well as a wallet-friendly avenue. 
These plants come in a nice assortment of colors and textures that will make your landscape pop, and yes, it is 
possible to select some that are both drought tolerant and cold-hardy and are resistant to pests.  Now, that is a shrub 
to love. 
 
Various types of shrubs are deciduous (sheds leaves at maturity) or evergreen.  The main requirements are feeding 
and watering.  These plants offer a continuous show, even when not in bloom.  Because of shrubs being much 
smaller than trees of course, they can be used in a multitude of settings and plantings, another plus.   
 
Larger shrub examples are: 
Yellow Bells (Tecoma stans) is an evergreen shrub that flowers from spring through late fall, becoming a small tree 
in South Florida.  It likes a sunny spot in the landscape and can reach height of 15-20 feet 

 
 
Ixora (Ixora) is an evergreen shrub that produces clusters of flowers ranging from orange to pink, white, or yellow.  
Full sun is the best spot for this high producer, although it will grow in light shade if need be.   
It is considered a taller shrub choice and it grows to about 8 feet in height 

 
 
Plumbago (Plumbago auriculata) is a butterfly attracting plant; it has powder blue flowers that grow on its rambling 
evergreen branches.  It grows quickly and prefers full sun.  Like the viburnum, it is a Florida native that grows to 36-
48 inches. 

 
 
Spicy jatropha (Jatropha integerrima) has happy red flowers and shiny green leaves. It blooms during warm weather 
and obtains heights of 8-10 feet. 

 
 
Bush Allamanda (Allamanda schottii) has lovely yellow flowers and is heat tolerant.  It is a loose, medium sized 
shrub that will grow 4-6 feet high, with a 4-7 foot spread. 

 



Simpson’s Stopper (Myrcianthes frangrans) is a larger shrub and will fill a space of 20’ X 20’.  Occasionally blooms 
with white flowers that have a delicate scent, which grow into red berries that birds just love.  It prefers full sun. 

 
 
Firebush (Harnelia patens), another favorite, is the Florida evergreen native with showy reddish flowers that attracts 
butterflies.  It can get to a height of around 10 feet, and can swell to about 8 feet.  This beauty prefers full sun with 
partial shade. 

 
 
Smaller scale landscaping:  If you would like to have shrubs a bit on the small side, a few that do very well in our 
Florida landscape includes the knock out rose.  It is one of the easiest to enjoy, with a serious color infusion.  They 
only get to about 5’ tall and about 5 feet wide.  It is a powerful bloomer and has minimal care requirements.  The 
choice of color makes it even more fun season after season.  It is indeed a knock-out! 

  
 
Dwarf Red Powder Puff (Calliandra Haemaocephala) is a real crowd pleaser, with its fluffy flowers that have a great 
red color with a height and spread of 4-8 feet.  

 
 
The Indian Hawthorne (Raphiolepis indica) are 3-12 feet in height, and 4-6 feet wide, The Dwarf Walter Viburnum 
(Viburnum obovatum) is 3 feet high and 5 feet wide.  Both are very popular here, the former being sun or shade 
tolerant, with pretty light pink or white blooms that really perk things up.  The latter is a native here, and prefers 
partial shade and produces white flowers in spring and winter. 

Indian Hawthorne                Dwarf Viburnum 
 
Some of these shrubs will die off to the ground in Northern Florida, but should return in spring if mulched well for 
cold weather. 
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